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	Paul’s Case by Willa Cather
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul’s case by Willa Cather depicts the life of a student at Pittsburgh High School who prefers being at the opera rather than being in class. Part one of the story highlights a hearing in school after Paul is suspended from school with the cause being impertinence and disorderliness. Paul’s love for art is also evident in this part; despite his display of solitude, he is seen enjoying being an usher in a concert of German soloist woman and even follows her to consult after the show is over. Part two of the story depicts Paul in New York, having run away from home to live his dream. He had stolen almost one thousand dollars from Denny & Carson, money that he was supposed to deposit but he eloped with and had no regret. Once he learns that his father is coming to New York to look for him, he takes a train to the countryside in the west only his glory to be ended by a speeding train that reminded him all that he had not done as he succumbed to nothingness. Various literary theories can be viable in the analysis of Paul’s Case to portray the main themes in the story. These literary theories include psychoanalytic criticism, existentialism, and queer theory.
Psychoanalytic Criticism
Psychoanalytic criticism involves the use of psychological principles, such as those of Jacques Lacan and Sigmund Freud, to analyze literary works. In using Lacan theories, Paul always had fantasies about the life he wanted as an adolescent, and he wanted to make that a reality once he graduates. He had this imaginary old self of his being a famous artist; he, therefore, seeks to make this real by attending acting rehearsals. However, his obsession with becoming an artist and making his fantasies a reality makes him perceive school as being trivial. He runs away from home to live his imagined life with a stolen man, but this life is short-lived for him as his further pursue him, and he embarks on running away from the people that know him. Lacan has started in his psychological model principles that the reality that people want in their life is unattainable. 
Freud, in his principles, indicates levels of psyche i.e., Id, Ego, and Superego. Using this theory to analyze Cather’s work, Paul operates dominantly on Id while his Superego is entirely dysfunctional. The Id serves as the storehouse for fantasies and personal desires as well as wishes and fears. Cather depicts Paul as a lad who revels in loneliness with a distinctive world of illusions. She displays Paul’s fears when he gets home late but decides not to enter the house through the order to avoid an encounter with his father. Instead, he enters through the window in the basement and stays there being wary of the rats and fearing being mistaken for a burglar; he imagines warning his father not to shoot him and wonders he would ever listen to the warning.
Existentialism
This theory focuses on the view that people are isolated beings with freedom of any choices as they emanate from nothing and are pushed through the journey of life to the end where nothingness still hovers around. Cather demonstrates by portraying Paul as being who thinks no one should control him and become rebellious in school to the point of being suspended. He also deviates from the sexuality rules and is depicted as being homosexual. The society views him as a weird character, the teachers are perplexed, his father does not understand him, and this makes him live a secretive life to hide his sexuality, which according to society is acceptable and a deviation from the human norms. He decides to exist in his world where he can make or break the rules. Cather indicates that Paul always suppressed the truth from his teacher, father, and the boy San Francisco, not because of his contempt, but due to his need to cover the homosexuality (Cather 260). In Cather’s description, Paul’s eyes were remarkable for a particular historical brilliancy, which he consciously used in a theatrical way that was subtly offensive in a boy (Cather 259). Paul’s world is absurd one, one where rules do not mean anything, one where needs and desires drive actions. As an authentic individual, he depended on his code of ethics to make decisions and waded off societal pressures.
Queer Theory
This theory evaluates and criticizes the role of role sexuality and gender in literary works. It questions the heteronormative view that people perceive and respond to a story. In the 19th century, the topic of sex was a taboo, and people could not express themselves in a sexually explicit manner. Women were expected to blush at the slightest suggestion of sex or any sexually suggestive topic (Dynes 1344). Cather’s story emerged at this time when sexuality was not discussed and deviates from this normalcy. Although in her language, she does not describe sexuality in the book, she uses figurative phrases that allude to the homosexuality of Paul. According to Paul, nature always wore the guise of ugliness (Cather 266); he cannot imagine revealing his sexuality to a society that would never accept him in his weirdness. Therefore, his neighborhood, as well as his secrecy, is at fault for his suicide. While he should use his passion to transform society perspective on homosexuality, he decided to give in and threw himself in front of a speeding train; he bowed to the design of things (274).
Cather displays Paul as a flamboyant and elegant boy owing to his mode of dressing in the fashion of dandyism that reflected aesthetes in the Victorian culture. Dandyism demonstrates the balance between work and leisure among the 19th-century men. Cather describes him as being too relaxed and consumes too much while he produced little or nothing (199). She depicts a divide between a Wildean dandy and middle-class man and continually portrays this in her switch of boy and man and back forth when talking about Paul. First, she depicts Paul as just a boy who is defiant and produces nothing. She then depicts him as a man whom society likens to a mirror; a young man with a bright future and works for a chief in the iron and rail industry. However, Paul wants none of this success, which he thinks belong to the capitalistic iron kings. He is only interested in the stories of the legends, their success stories in the yachts on the Mediterranean, and the palaces in Venice (265). He challenges what has been deemed as the success of men and has his illusion of success that deviates from the Victorian culture. 
Of the three literary theories I have analyzed in Paul’s Case, I agree with the Queer Theory the most. Although Cather did not explicitly discuss the topic of sexuality and gender divides, he implicitly presents it in a way that cannot be ignored. The life of Paul is all about his weird sexuality as society wanted to think. Nevertheless, he was hiding his homosexuality status with all the means he could and made the people around him to treat him with suspicion. His end was suicide by throwing himself to a speeding train. His was a premature death emanating from the conflict of sexuality with society. Cather subtly relates to the life she had led as a teenager; she had been a tomboy, and people thought she was a lesbian. It is therefore evident that the queer theory best analyzes her work of Paul’s Case.
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